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(b) Ineligible activities include but 
are not limited to: 

(1) Projects that primarily benefit 
navigation, irrigation, flood control, or 
mariculture; 

(2) Acquisition, restoration, enhance-
ment, or management of lands to miti-
gate recent or pending habitat losses 
resulting from the actions of agencies, 
organizations, companies, or individ-
uals; 

(3) Creation of wetlands by humans 
where wetlands did not previously 
exist; 

(4) Enforcement of fish and wildlife 
laws and regulations, except when nec-
essary for the accomplishment of ap-
proved project purposes; 

(5) Research; 
(6) Planning as a primary project 

focus (planning is allowable as a mini-
mal component of project plan develop-
ment); 

(7) Operations and maintenance; 
(8) Acquiring and/or restoring upper 

portions of watersheds where benefits 
to the coastal wetlands ecosystem are 
not significant and direct; and 

(9) Projects providing less than 20 
years of conservation benefits. 

§ 84.21 How do I apply for a National 
Coastal Wetlands Conservation 
Grant? 

(a) Eligible applicants should submit 
their proposals to the appropriate Re-
gional Director of the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Proposals must be 
complete upon submission, and must 
include the information outlined in 
§ 84.22 to be complete. 

(1) Service Regional Wildlife and 
Sport Fish Restoration Offices’ respon-
sibilities for administration of this 
grant program include: Notifying the 
States of the program, its require-
ments, and any changes that occur; de-
termining the State agencies des-
ignated by the Governor as eligible ap-
plicants; ensuring that only eligible ap-
plicants apply for grants; coordinating 
with various Service programs to en-
sure that sound and consistent guid-
ance is communicated to the States; 
determining proposal eligibility and 
substantiality; and determining 75 per-
cent match eligibility and notifying 
the States of approved and disapproved 
proposals. 

(2) Service Divisions of Ecological 
Services in the regions and field and 
Fisheries and Habitat Conservation in 
the national office provide technical 
assistance and work with Wildlife and 
Sport Fish Restoration to encourage 
State participation in this process. 

(3) Send your proposal to ‘‘Regional 
Director (Attention: Wildlife and Sport 
Fish Restoration)’’ at the address of 
the appropriate regional office, as pro-
vided at 50 CFR 2.2. 

(b) The Program operates on an an-
nual cycle. Regional Wildlife and Sport 
Fish Restoration Offices request pro-
posals from the States in early April. 
Proposals must be received by the Re-
gional Director on or before a due date 
set in early June in order to be consid-
ered for funding in the following fiscal 
year. Check with your Regional Office 
each year for the exact due dates. Re-
gions review proposals for eligibility 
and substantiality. Regions may rank 
eligible and substantial proposals and 
submit them to the national office of 
the Service in Washington, DC, by a 
date set in late June. A Review Panel 
coordinated by the Service’s National 
Office of Fisheries and Habitat Con-
servation reviews and ranks proposals 
in early August using the criteria es-
tablished in this rule. The Director se-
lects the proposals and announces the 
grant recipients at the beginning of the 
new fiscal year (October 1). 

(c) More than one agency in a State 
may submit proposals to the Service if 
the Governor determines that more 
than one agency has responsibility for 
coastal wetlands. 

(d) A project proposal that includes 
several separate and distinct phases 
may be submitted in phases, but any 
succeeding phases must compete 
against other proposals in the year 
submitted. Obtaining money for one 
phase of a project will not be contin-
gent upon acquiring money for another 
phase of that same project. 

(e) The Federal (Program) share will 
not exceed $1 million per project. 

(f) The percentage of non-Federal 
match (cash or in-kind) must not be 
less than 25 percent of the total costs if 
the State has a designated fund or not 
less than 50 percent without a fund. 

[67 FR 49267, July 30, 2002, as amended at 78 
FR 35152, June 12, 2013] 
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